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“We must protect our borders from the ravages of other countries making our products, stealing our 
companies, and destroying our jobs. Protection will lead to great prosperity and strength.”

	Donald J. Trump, presidential inaugural address1

Following the debacle of the Smoot-Hawley tariff in the 1930s and the Great Depression that followed, a broad 
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nance to extract benefits motivated white voters.6 Kaufmann (2017) obtains a similar result showing American 

support for Trump is positively correlated with authoritarian attitudes and income (but not education).7 Cox, 

Lienesch, and Jones (2017) find that economic hardship was in fact weakly correlated with support for Trump’s 

Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton.8

This is not to say that the4nJon1 0j EMC  /Spt nlwi oeo imbuelated whatse apprehensucas. A preelecduca222s 
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better predictor of trade policy attitudes than occupational or employment status. Cerrato, Ferrara, and Ruggieri 

(2018) find that individuals in regions exposed to the “China shock” have harsher attitudes towards immigrants 

and racial minorities and tend to gravitate toward more extreme forms of their own religion.11 They tend to adopt 

more favorable attitudes toward Christian fundamentalists (the in-group religion) and negative attitudes towards 

Muslims.12 Given that Muslims make up roughly 1 percent of the US population, it is hard to argue that such 

sociotropic views are a product of competition over scarce resources or labor market outcomes. There is evidence 

that Trump’s emphasis on immigration and trade increased the salience of these issues and, together with his 
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MODELING VOTING PATTERNS

Following Freund and Sidhu (2017) and others, this paper analyzes county-level presidential election results 

using data from Dave Leip’s Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections.13 The dependent variable is the change in the 

Republican vote share between the 2012 and 2016 elections. As a rough robustness check, the period 2000–2016 

is also examined. The 2000 election was selected insofar as it preceded the global financial crisis and was the most 
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These results change considerably when the cultural variables are entered jointly with the demographic 
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In the short run, Donald Trump forged a successful political coalition of probusiness conservatives seeking 12
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