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Addressing global challenges in an increasingly complex and interconnected world 
demands greater international cooperation. It is also crucial to have in place a stable 





































Figure 2.2: WTO organizational structure
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Regulatory alignment through adoption of international standards may not always be 
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STCs – the TBT information management system (IMS)7 and SPS 
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Figure 5.6: Number of new SPS STCs raised by members from 1995 to 2018 
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Outcomes of STCs

This chapter explores selected aspects of the outcomes of STC discussions  
in the SP
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The TBT and SPS Agreements contain disciplines on equivalence and 
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In the past two to three decades, both “regulators” (government departments and 
other agencies responsible for making and enforcing regulation) and trade policy 
makers have paid increased attention to the effectiveness and efficiency of 
regulation, through regulatory policy, or good regulatory practices, and international 
regulatory cooperation. 









The disciplines of the TBT and SPS Agreements also apply at various stages 





“international standardizing body”. Whether an “international standardizing body” 
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