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T H E  AT L A N TA  E X P E R I E N C E

With headquarters for Coca-Cola, UPS, Delta, 

and several financial services companies, along 

with Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 

Airport, Atlanta has steadily climbed in recent 

decades from a regional capital of the New 

South to a major American economic center. Its 

next move is adapting those strengths to reflect 

new demands, connecting those industries to 
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This evolution has also been advanced and 

enabled by the evolution of regional civics 

and governance itself, with regional economic 

development organizations emerging as 

“collaborator-generals,” increasingly pulling 

together partners across sectors, organizations, 

and jurisdictions to collaborate on big things and 

set a vision for the region.7 (See sidebar). 

THE EVOLVING ROLE OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS

Through the Global Cities Initiative and other regional strategy and planning efforts, regional 

economic development organizations (EDOs) have increasingly emerged as key conveners and 

catalysts for local action on topicaveneing afeom gobal aonmpt iivenerlpan <</.9999n <52 Initiativ























https://www.brookings.edu/research/six-steps-for-metro-areas-to-prioritize-global-markets/
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adapted or ultimately sunset in favor of other 

activities. This evaluation also encourages 
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