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China, through the imposition of tari�s, 
barriers to cross-border investment 
and initiatives that would compel 
companies to break supply chains.2

For instance, Washington has decided 
to blacklist Huawei – China’s only 
world-leading advanced technology 
manufacturer – preventing US 
companies from buying its products, 
though in the last weeks Trump 
has softened his stance limiting 
the restriction to products that are 
considered significant for national 
security reasons. The source of friction 
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manufacturers. Trump has repeatedly 
voiced concern about the 151 billion 
US dollar trade deficit with the EU, 
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the protection of intellectual property 
rights and the screening of Chinese 
investments into strategic industries – 
but without disrupting global norms. 
The EU has various times indicated that 
it disagrees with US resort to tari�s – 
which are in clear violation of the rules 
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