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2018: a snapshot
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DG Azevédo welcomes new cohort
of WTO young professionals.
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Trade negotiations and discussions

During the year, WTO members sought to move
trade negotiations forward in advance of the
12 Ministerial Conference to be held in June
2020. The Chair of the Trade Negotiations



Implementation of WTO agreements






Supporting developing countries and
building trade capacity

Discussions in the Committee continued to
focus on duty-free and quota-free market access
for least-developed countries (LDCs). The
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Joining the WTO






Sudan, Serbia, Ethiopia and






A global membership






























Trade-related aspects of intellectual



Trade and development

The Chair of the Committee on Trade and
Developmentin s



The Chair of the special session of the Committee
on Trade and Environment, Ambassador Syed



WTO rules: fisheries subsidies,
other WTO rules

In 2018, fisheries subsidies continued to be the
principal focus of work in the Negotiating Group
on Rules, chaired by Ambassador Roberto Zapata



The technical sessions and thematic discussions



Dispute Settlement Understanding

Chaired by Ambassador Coly Seck of Senegal,



Joint initiatives

Electronic commerce 48







Investment facilitation for development












The June workshop
















Implementation of Bali, Nairobi












Transparency

At the November meeting, following the
submission of a revised US proposal on
transparency, several WTO members






Databases



Agriculture

 The Committee continued to express concern over WTO members’ slow pace
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 The Committee initiated a new review of the working of the SPS Agreement, which seeks to






Specific trade concerns






Specific trade concerns (STCs)
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Investigations involving steel products continued



Customs valuation

 The Committee received no new notifications of national legislation; the overall
record of notifications remains poor.

» Four specific trade concerns were raised.

 The Committee agreed to hold an experience-sharing workshop to assist
least-developed countries in implementing the Customs Valuation Agreement.

The Committee on Customs Valuation continued
reviewing implementation and administration of



 The Committee focused on the impact of non-preferential rules of origin on businesses
and international trade and an examination of preferential rules of origin that apply
to least-developed countries (LDCs).

* Some 23 per cent of members have yet to submit notifications of their practices
relating to non-preferential rules of origin.

* Most members have submitted their preferential rules of origin for LDCs but many















Information Technology Agreement

 The Committee continued discussion of non-tariff barriers and improving
market access under the Information Technology Agreement (ITA).

« WTO members raised concerns on two issues, involving India and China.

e All participants in the 2015 ITA expansion have submitted their expansion commitments.






Trade facilitation



The themes under discussion included transit






Mode 4
The Council held a thematic seminar on












Trade and environment

 The Committee discussed a broad range of issues, including the circular economy,
sustainable palm oil producti









Spotlight:
High-level event on trade and environment







Trade and transfer of technology

» The Working Group highlighted the role of technology and its transfer in improving



Regional trade agreements

e In 2018, the WTO received 12 notifications of regional trade agreements (RTAs) currently
in force, down from 25 in 2017.

e The 12 notifications concern seven RTAs. Overall, the Americas and the Asia Pacific
regions notified the highest number of RTAs.






In 2018, the CRTA considered 22 notifications of
RTAs, counting goods, services and accessions
separately, compared with 16 in 2017 and 29 in






TPR follow-up workshops



Trade Policy Reviews in 2018



The WTO conducted 17 trade policy review meetings
in 2018, covering the trade policies and practices of
18 WTO members. The dates of the reviews and the
WTO members covered are shown on the map. Further
information, including the Chair’s concluding remarks
for each review, can be found on the WTO website.









Trade, debt and finance



The seven organizations committed themselves
to finding ways to close the gaps in trade finance
provision. As part of the effort, the IFC and

the WTO have agreed to co-produce a new
publication to share best practices on regulatory
compliance in trade finance. This will include
successful case studies provided by various
regional development banks.






The Republic of North Macedonia applied for
accession to the GPA in 2017 and circulated its
initial market access offer in February 2018.

In April, Chinese President Xi Jinping said
that China would accelerate the process of its
accession to the GPA. A Chinese delegation
told the Committee that an upcoming revised






Trade and women’s empowerment

 The WTO and the World Bank are carrying out research to build knowledge on the impact
of trade measures on women.
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Table 3:






WTO and Appellate Body






Appellate Body



As of 31 December 2018, the three Appellate
Body members were:
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Trade and development

The Committee on Trade and Development
continued work on the link between trade and



In May, the WTO launched a publication on the






The Executive Secretariat of the Enhanced



The Committee on Trade and Development
held two dedicated sessions in 2018 on small,



Aid for Trade

Aid for Trade financing












Standards and Trade Development Facility




The STDF continued its work on good regulatory
practice (GRP) to analyse how it can improve
the quality and effectiveness of SPS measures









Fifteen young
professionals took

part in the 2018
Young Professionals
Programme.

Young Professionals Programme

Following a merit-based selection process,
15 young professionals were recruited for the
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Public Forum 2018







Cooperation with other

Intergovernmental organizations

G20






Contact with the media

The WTO media team handled a growing number
of queries from journalists about the organization’s
role in safeguarding the multilateral trading system
in view of mounting global trade tensions and calls
by WTO members for reform of the organization.












Contact with the public






Flagship publications






Economic research activities



WTO Essay Award for
Young Economists

The 2018 WTO Essay Award for Young Economists went to Alonso
de Gortari of Harvard University for his paper “Disentangling Global



Statistics activities

WTO data portal

The WTO launched in November its new online
database. The WTO data portal brings together a
wide range of statistical indicators on international
trade, tariffs, non-tariff measures and other WTO-
related information.

The new portal, which replaces the statistics
database, is a central and user-friendly portal
containing all available WTO time series on






Cooperation with academic institutions



Academic Support Programme


















promoting a more harmonious and efficient work
environment through the improved protection















Background on
budget, finance and
administration

The Committee on
Budget, Finance and
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ADP anti-dumping practices
ASEAN
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