


There are a number of easy myths to dispel


http://www.aei.org/china-global-investment-tracker/
https://eng.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/qwyw/rdxw/86102.htm
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/statistic/foreigntradecooperation/201812/20181202815840.shtml
https://eng.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/info/iList.jsp?cat_id=10076

percent of total investment and less than combined Chinese investment in the US, Australia, and
United Kingdom over this period.

Investment is not the main economic activity in the BRI, construction is. Chinese construction


https://www.bu.edu/gdp/files/2018/11/GDP-and-WRI-BRI-MovingtheGreenbelt.pdf

transactions are publicized more gradually and 2018 figures are certainly not final, volume and
growth looks to have peaked in 2016. Rather than building toward global transformation, the
BRI may have already seen its most dynamic days.

BRI by Year, $ billion

| | Construction | Investment
2014 67.6 36.9



http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-05/16/c_138063770.htm
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/xjpfwzysiesgjtfhshzzfh_665686/t1076334.shtml
https://www.safe.gov.cn/en/DataandStatistics/index.html

BRI was launched under conditions of not only abundant but also fast-rising reserves. They are
still abundant but the trend has reversed.

Reserves are what make the BRI go.


https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d414d3449444d33457a6333566d54/index.html
https://data.imf.org/?sk=E6A5F467-C14B-4AA8-9F6D-5A09EC4E62A4
https://data.imf.org/?sk=E6A5F467-C14B-4AA8-9F6D-5A09EC4E62A4
https://www.bis.org/statistics/totcredit.htm?m=6%7C380%7C669
https://www.bea.gov/data/intl-trade-investment/international-trade-goods-and-services
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html

tariffs, perhaps


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/03/china-strengthens-ties-to-cash-strapped-venezuela-with-5-billion-loan/?utm_term=.6272849a6ce1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/03/china-strengthens-ties-to-cash-strapped-venezuela-with-5-billion-loan/?utm_term=.6272849a6ce1
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-17/china-s-1-billion-white-elephant-the-port-ships-don-t-use
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-17/china-s-1-billion-white-elephant-the-port-ships-don-t-use
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?n=pet&s=mttntus2&f=m

