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conditionality that comes with accepting Chinese 
investment, however, is increasingly stark. Last 
year Malaysia was the most prominent country to 
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a framework for regular military-to-military contacts, 
military sales to India and joint naval exercises off 
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One of India’s core strategic priorities is economic 
growth and development that leverages advanced 
industrialization and manufacturing to generate 
exports as well as employment for a fast-growing 
labor pool. It therefore remains more hesitant 
on free trade initiatives in the Indo-Pacific, leans 
westward when it comes to economic stakes in the 
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efficiency, indigenization and licensing potential, or 
possibly to prevent Russia from moving even closer 
to China. Nevertheless, systems like the S-400 that 

https://carnegieendowment.org/2018/08/29/how-can-u.s.-india-relations-survive-s-400-deal-pub-77131


https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000202950.pdf
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/page25e_000278.html


https://www.mofa.go.jp/afr/af2/page4e_000496.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/afr/af2/page4e_000496.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/afr/af2/page4e_000496.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/asean-at-heart-of-japans-free-and-open-indo-pacific-strategy-kono
https://www.mod.go.jp/e/d_act/exc/vientianevision/
https://www.mod.go.jp/e/d_act/exc/vientianevision/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000406627.pdf
http://www.theworldfolio.com/interviews/jica-triggers-virtuous-cycle-towards-the-achievement-of-sdgs-in-asean-and-beyond/4482/
http://www.theworldfolio.com/interviews/jica-triggers-virtuous-cycle-towards-the-achievement-of-sdgs-in-asean-and-beyond/4482/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Japan-shifts-focus-of-its-development-assistance-to-Indo-Pacific
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Japan-shifts-focus-of-its-development-assistance-to-Indo-Pacific


37

G|M|F April 2019

such as the Yangon-Mandalay railway, for which JICA 
is providing a $2 billion loan to a five-year upgrade 
and repairs project.9 India’s Act East Policy—which 
promotes enhancing maritime security cooperation, 
infrastructure development, and bilateral expert 
information exchange—aligns with Japan’s vision 
to safeguard and strengthen a rules-based order.10 

The two partners have enhanced their cooperation 
on infrastructure development with the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed-rail project underway. India 
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Security Dimensions
The security component of Japan’s FOIP strategy, 
like the political and economic ones, is rooted in 
previous initiatives that strengthen the country’ role 
in promoting peace and regional stability. Addressing 
traditional and non-traditional concerns, and 
emphasizing heightened cooperation in the fields 
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may not understand, or appreciate, China’s efforts to 
seek coercive influence and leverage.

Conscious Economic Uncoupling 
and Shift to the South
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Diplomatic and Political Priorities
The political and diplomatic posture of the United 
Kingdom toward the Indo-Pacific is the by-product 
of histor16 0 0 16 44.4 7g(aces, (e)-5 c(o)12 (n)4 do)12 ((ic na)19 (t)6 (ur)13 (os)5 (s, mi16 44.li)12 (t)-5.9 wa)9 (r-2)9 yt 
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