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1. Introduction

The UK'’s withdrawal from the EU will have wide-reaching consequences for the UK and the remaining
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(whether producers or consumers) and their concerns about health and the environment. The
only logical bridge between the two competing visions of value and values is consumer choice —
i.e. narrow concerns over availability and price, set against wider cultural expectations of
sustainability, quality, provenance, etc.
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UK agriculture and land management

The food and agriculture sectors have a signi cant impact on the environment and land use. Both are
responsible for up to 30 per cent of all global driven greenhouse gas emissioligind, according to one
estimate, 30 per cent of global biodiversity loss is linked to livestock productiott.

The British landscape has been formed over centuries of agricultural management, including

the acts of enclosure, whereby previously common land was amalgamated into farms, typically with
single ownership — a process that began in the 13th century and continued into the early 20th century.
In
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Box 1: Tariffs and non-tariff barriers (NTBS)

Tariffs are the taxes imposed at the border. Historically, they have largely been implemented both as a revenue
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3. The Realities of Brexit for the
UK
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759021/25_November_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_fr9Kork_forut_theuture__Ireratilisp_betweenom_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdo_ty.pdf
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htps:www.consilium.e_Eura.e_/media/36.26/15-euco-art50-guidelines-enty.pdf
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Table 1: Brexih Do Qe xble
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The repatriation of powers in the eld of agriculture will also need to be managed carefully. While
increasing the subsidiarity of decisions over agriculture, food policies and budgets allows local values
and cultures to be recognized, diverging regulatory and support regimes may have implications for
the functioning of a coherent single market across the UK. For example, the Agriculture Bill implies
that in England, there may be a mandatory provision to share supply chain data. This means that food
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4. Risks and Opportunities of Brexit for the
UK Food System
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Farmers’ Union, van Berkum et af*

19 | Chatham House


https://www.nfuonline.com/assets/61142
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/official_controls_en
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/03/post-brexit-port-checks-could-disrupt-fresh-food-supplies-say-freight-bosses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conservative-and-dup-agreement-and-uk-government-financial-support-for-northern-ireland/agreement-between-the-conservative-and-unionist-party-and-the-democratic-unionist-party-on-support-for-the-government-in-parliament
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Interdependence of global trade

As has been seen in recent months, global trade relations are dynamic and domestic political
choices can have global rami cations. Most starkly, President Donald Trump has followed through
on campaign pledges to impose tariffs on numerous imported goods (including aluminium and steel,
machinery and vehicles as well as agricultural commodities) that have impacted a wide variety of
countries, among them China, Canada and EU member states (see Box 4).
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5. How to Get the Food System Right
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6. Conclusions
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