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conflicts in the MENA region and population movements 
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PARTICIPATION IN GLOBAL VALUE CHAINS 

MENA oil exporters boosted their participation in global 
value chains between 1990 and 2013.6 They still underper-
formed other parts of the world, however (figure 4). 

MENA oil exporters also changed their position in 
global value chains. All of them increased their forward 
participation, mainly as suppliers of intermediate inputs 
to other countries. By way of comparison, countries in the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) pursued 
mainly backward integration into products that use other 
countries’ output as their inputs (by importing parts to 

6. The GVC participation  of a country is a measure of its 
intensity of involvement in global value chains.�It is measured 
as the sum of two components, both as percent of exports: 
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