
APRIL 2019

Gradi/LaChina’s Belt and RoadDaniel Kliman, RushFm0shi, Kristine Lee, and Zack Cooper



About the Authors



GRADING CHINA’S BELT  
AND ROAD

01	 Executive Summary

04	 China’nI 
BT
/T1_1 1 Tf
03





@CNASDC

2

These challenges associated with China’s Belt and 
Road are not limited to a particular region or type of 
infrastructure project. A survey of 10 lesser-known 
Chinese projects across the globe shows that all feature 
three or more of these challenges.
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China’s Belt and Road Strategy
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The cases are drawn from seven regions: Latin 
America, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South and 
Central Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific Islands. 
They also cover five infrastructure categories: ports, 
power, railways, pipelines, and digital infrastructure. 
This variation across geography and infrastructure cat-
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Space Complex, Argentina

EVALUATION: 4 CHALLENGES PRESENT

In March 2018, China’s $50 million satellite and space 
mission control station built in Quintuco, Argentina, o�-
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Facial Recognition Project, Zimbabwe
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Haifa Port Bay Terminal, Israel

EVALUATION: 3 CHALLENGES PRESENT

In 2015, the Shanghai International Port Group (SIPG) 



15



@CNASDC

16

Chinese-Turkmen Pipeline Line D, Tajikistan
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Kyaukpyu Port, Burma
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Geopolitically Risky? No. 
The HSR project will not compromise 
Indonesia’s telecommunications security, 
constrain its ability to partner with other 
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The Belt and Road’s Future:  
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63.	 Cassandra Garrison, “China’s military-run space station 
in Argentina is a ‘black box,’” Reuters, January 31, 
2019, https://graphics.reuters.com/SPACE-ARGENTI-
NA-CHINA/010090CP0J4/index.html.
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Bold. Innovative. Bipartisan.


