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1. Introduction

A number of new legal trends are only now emerging in President Trump’s trade 
policies. A little-known federal court case brought by steel importers1 might 
result in a historic defeat for the administration because it attempts to rely on 
national security as a basis for broad tariffs on China and other countries.

This domestic US case complements the onslaught of litigation wiauts t 
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Supreme Court.
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Chinese operations. This has led to a string of recent indictments.”31
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multilateral approach to changes is the best approach. Unilateral threats and bullying 
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22. FEA v. Algonquin SNG, Inc., 426 U.S. 548 (1976), available at https://supreme.justia.com/
cases/federal/us/426/548 (last visited on Jan. 14, 2019).

23. Yoshida International v. United States (US Customs Court), 526 F.2d 560 (C.C.P.A. 1975), 
available at https://casetext.com/case/united-states-v-yoshida-intern-inc (last visited on Jan. 
14, 2019). 

24. G. Thrush, Trump’s Use of National Security to Impose Tariffs Face Court Test, N.Y. 
TIMES, Dec. 19, 2018, 
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