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Everyone is well aware that the impressive unity 
shown by the 27 during the Article 50 process will be 
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THE BASICS

We read that the Declaration “establishes the 
parameters of an ambitious, broad, deep and ̊exible 
partnership across trade and economic cooperation, 
law enforcement and criminal justice, foreign policy, 
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development of its independent trade policy and 
the ending of free movement of people between the 
Union and the United Kingdom.”7

Removal of the last phrase (italicised) would indicate 
at once that the UK was prepared to soften its previous 
red lines in the knowledge, ̉rst, that it is less likely to 
be able to strike the global trade bargains that it had 
once claimed were possible, and, second, that the British 
labour market will continue to require a sustained 
mobile workforce of EU citizens.  

The EU now agrees to keep the whole of 
the UK within the customs territory of 
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The Political Declaration has many merits and has been 
unfairly criticised by Remainers. We have suggested some 
modest amendments here to enhance its standing and to 
strengthen its purpose in securing a closer association 
between the EU and its former member state. 

The Declaration identỉes Britainɠs future landing zone 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/political-declaration-setting-out-framework-future-rela
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/political-declaration-setting-out-framework-future-rela
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/political-declaration-setting-out-framework-future-rela
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6851_en.htm
https://www.consilium.europa.eu//media/37508/13-euco-art-50-conclusions-en.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu//media/37508/13-euco-art-50-conclusions-en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-future-skills-based-immigration-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-future-skills-based-immigration-system
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/proposal-council-decision-conclusion-agreement-withdrawal-united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-european-union-and-european-atomic-energy-community_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/proposal-council-decision-conclusion-agreement-withdrawal-united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-european-union-and-european-atomic-energy-community_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/proposal-council-decision-conclusion-agreement-withdrawal-united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-european-union-and-european-atomic-energy-community_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/proposal-council-decision-conclusion-agreement-withdrawal-united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-european-union-and-european-atomic-energy-community_en
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NOTES
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MISSION STATEMENT

The European Policy Centre is an independent, not-for-prỏt think tank 
dedicated to fostering European integration through analysis and debate, 
supporting and challenging European decision-makers at all levels to make 


