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Addressing limitations in the ways nations 
tackle shared economic challenges, the Global 
Economy Program at CIGI strives to inform and 
guide policy debates through world-leading 
research and sustained stakeholder engagement.
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growing concern about online privacy and the 
power of social media platforms (CIGI 2018). 
Hence, policy makers should at least question 
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and simply living. It is not one thing; thus, we 
should not simply view it as a resource, or as 
property, capital, labour or infrastructure.

Moreover, a large amount of the data exchanged 
across borders is personal data. (However, there 
are no reliable statistics about the types of data 
exchanged across borders and what percentage 
is personal.) People’s ability to control their data, 
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spillovers such as reducing internet stability 
and scienti�c progress (Box 2016; OECD 2016). 

Step five: Delineate how nations should or should 
not respond to state actions that distort cross-
border data flows. Trade rules allow signatories 
to respond to the trade-distorting practices of 
their trade partners with compensatory practices. 
�e agreement should clearly state that party 
responses should be limited and proportional in 
such instances and de�ne what is limited and 
proportional. Moreover, any agreement should also 
clearly state that adopting protectionist strategies 
such as tari�s and quotas, or turning to strategies 
such as malware, are inappropriate responses that 
could reduce cross-border data �ows. According to 
trade scholar Patrick Leblond, “ideally, the response 
should increase the costs of doing business and 
penalize proscribed practice but not penalize the 
sources of data.”22 Data protectionism will beget 
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further data protectionism, undermining the 
usefulness of the internet (Box 2016; OECD 2016). 
We may be seeing evidence of this phenomenon 
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