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 � The Chicago Council (mid-2017) found that voters by 
a widest-ever 65 percent to 31 percent margin believe 
that “globalization, especially the increasing connec-
tions of our economy with others around the world is 
mostly good . . . for the United States.” The “mostly 
good” percentage had remained at its all-time high 
since 2014; the “mostly bad” percentage was at its low-
est level since 2002.5 The same poll found record sup-
port for “international trade” being “good” for the U.S. 
economy (72 percent), U.S. consumers (78 percent) and 
U.S. job creation (57 percent).6-
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On protectionism and U.S. consumers, polling reveals that 
Americans have a decisive change of heart when real-world 
costs accompany import restrictions:

 � Associated Press-GfK26 (2016) asked respondents 
“[s]ay that you were buying a new pair of pants, and had 
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