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[¯{y¬« ­{ i¬¤¤w©° 
Bilateral and regional trade deals frequently 
include patent provisions that go beyond the 
minimum requirement of the multilateral 
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moderate score. In total, the EFTA has concluded 
13 PTAs with TRIPS-plus provisions on patents, 
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a percentage of GDP; domestic research and 
development expenditure (public and private) as 
a percentage of GDP; and the number of patent 
applications �led by residents, divided by GDP. 
For each PTA concluded since 2000, the value was 
examined that scored the most for each indicator in 
association with the contracting party. For example, 
in the case of the 2004 agreement between the 
United States and Morocco, US licensing revenue, 
research and development expenditure and the 
number of patent applications were considered 
because the United States achieved the highest 
scores for these indicators. �e values for Morocco 
were lower and therefore not considered. 

Bivariate and multivariate analyses were then run 
to test whether these indicators explain the score 
on the TRIPS-plus patent index for each PTA. As 
numerous agreements do not include any TRIPS-
plus provisions on patents, these results should be 
interpreted with the utmost caution. Nevertheless, 
some preliminary evidence supports the hypothesis 
that when a country has high values for ed 
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foreign biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
companies might use patents to misappropriate 
their traditional knowledge (TK) and genetic 
resources (GR). Recent TRIPS-plus agreements 
requiring the patentability of plants and 
animals have exacerbated these concerns. 



8 Y_]_ fw§{©ª d¦D GOO # d¦­{¤x{© HFGN , `{w¥C\©ìzì© y c¦© ¥ w¥z Z ¤ «©  j~ì© w¬£«

Provisions related to bene�t sharing are slightly 
more frequent than those related to the prior 
informed consent principle and the disclosure 
of origin. In addition, the majority of TK and GR 
provisions express hard, binding commitments. 

PTAs that include TK and GR protection often 
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innovative thinking to global policy making. By working across 
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