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Section One: State of Play

Withdrawal Agreement Published

On 13 November, the EU Task Force announced that 
agreement had been reached between the EU and UK 
negotiating teams on the terms of a Draft Agreement 
on the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union and on an initial Draft Outline of the 
Political Declaration setting out the Framework for the 
Future Relationship between the European Union and 
the United Kingdom.

�e Commission published the 585 page text of the Draft 
Agreement and the 7 page text of the Outline. �ese 
papers were accompanied by detailed explanatory notes 
on the overall content of the Draft Agreement, and on the 



As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. �e views expressed in the article are the sole responsibility of the author.

2

On the backstop he commented: “this backstop solution 
has evolved considerably from the original EU proposal 
of February this year”. He also re�ected that the agreed 
solution shows that the negotiating teams have “been 
able to �nd common ground and meet our common 
objectives.”

Mr Barnier concluded: “tonight, in my responsibility 
as the EU negotiator, I consider that we have achieved 
decisive progress.” 

UK Response
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