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Abstract
How does trade policy treat intermediate inputs relative to other imported products? Slow economic and trade growth 
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1 Introduction 

Political developments of 2016 
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lower tariffs on 
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2. Supply chain growth and the pattern of nondiscriminatory tariff protection

Characterizing the economic importance of cross-border supply chains and their linkages with trade 

policy is notoriously challenging. Nevertheless, major advances have been made by using inpurus8 796.217 0 Td
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First, emerging economies applied tariffs that 





 





 �í�ì 

4 



 1�í

Overall, these data indicate that an increasingly large share of imports of intermediate inputs 

– initially from China, but also from non-China – became subject to the TTB protection of

antidumping, safeguards, and countervailing duties over 2010-2016. 
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causes, the literature suggests several likely contributors worth discussing and pursuing through 
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many implemented additional liberalization through preferential trade agreements. Yet
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become prevalent in sectors like wood products, food products, and electronics. These results are 

particularly poignant, given th
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Constantinescu, Cristina, Aaditya Mattoo, and Michele Ruta (forthcoming) “The Global Trade 

Slowdown: Cyclical or Structural?” World Bank Economic Review. 
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Figure 2. 
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Figure 3. G20 TTB coverage of Imports from China and non-
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Figure 4. TTB import coverage 1995-2016, by Policy-imposing economy and import product category 
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