


SWP Comment 40 
October 2018 

2 



 SWP Comment 40 
 October 2018 

3 

Figure 1): Prime Minister Theresa May has 
always stressed to her own people and party 
that Britain will leave the EU’s Internal 
Market and Customs Union. Anything else 
is dismissed as a betrayal of the referen-
dum. In December 2017, however, the 
British government promised the EU-27 to 
keep the border open in any case. To this 









 SWP Comment 40 
 October 2018 

7 

situation in which negotiations conducted 
for two years would have failed, a potential 
withholding of British budget payments to 
the EU, a European Parliament in the mid-
dle of an election campaign, and an enor-
mous flood of areas to be regulated give rise 
to doubts that amicable management with-
out a withdrawal agreem




