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FOREWORD 

ASEM and the power of Asia-Europe cooperation
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The Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) with its 53 partners across 
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In a networked and inter-connected world, ASEM is a hyper-
connected, super network which – if deployed more strategically 
– could become a real global game-changer.

After years of working on ASEM and with ASEM partners, we 
decided it was the moment for a collective rethink, for a new 
narrative that makes ASEM more relevant and credible for the 21st 
century. We believe that ASEM has to change from its often too 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

These recommendations to Asian and European leaders draw on 
the viewpoints and ideas presenten 
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5. Encourage more frequent and smoother travel between Asia and 



PILLAR 1: 
POLITICAL AND SECURITY
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claims on Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) 
and increase military cooperation with them. 
They could sanction Chinese companies that 
are engaged in predatory behaviour within 
other countries’ legitimate EEZs. They could 
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 Between 
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 ASEM Open and Fair  
 Trade Area  – from vision to reality

Yeo Lay Hwee, Director of the European Union Centre in Singapore

The Asia-Europe Meeting launched in 1996 
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investment relationship has been growing with 
over 11,000 European businesses operating in 
Southeast Asia.  Both blocs believe in trade and 
want to conclude more trade deals.

Earlier talks on a region-to-region trade deal were 
abandoned for a variety of reasons, with the EU 
opting to pursue bilateral deals. More recently, 
however, there have been talks on a framework 
agreement which could lead to full negotiations 
on a region-to-region deal. According to the 
2017 EU-ASEAN Business Sentiment Survey, 
European businesses certainly want to see such 
a deal; in other words, European businesses 
want the Commission to show more urgency.  
As for ASEAN, the bloc feels that now there is 
a window of opportunity for Europe: ASEAN 
wants to have ao have 183 terweight to China, and 
with the United States’ somewhat unpredictable 
trade policies, Europe would be aonatural choice 
for a trade partner.  

But things are being held back for a variety  
of reasons. First, the Commission still prioritises 
bilateral deals: an agreement with Indonesia 
is being negotiated; one with the Philippines 
has started though seems to be on hold; re-
engagement with Malaysia and post-election 
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rising poverty by 2030, 
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R e d u c i n g  p o v e r t y  i s  a  d a u n t i n g  t a s k  f o r  b o t h  

A s i a  a n d  E u r o p e ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  

f o r  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  h i g h  l e v e l s  

o f  p o v e r t y  a n d  t h a t  a r e  l o c k e d  i n  t h e i r  

o w n  i n t e r n a l  a n d  d o m e s t i c  t u r m o i l .  B u t  a  

f o c u s e d  a p p r o a c h  o n  t h e  i s s u e  m e a n s  t h a t  

i n  a n o t h e r  d e c a d e ,  m o r e  p e o p l e  h a v e  h a d  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h e  b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  t o  

w o r k ,  t o  b e c o m e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  
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 Asia-Europe  cooperation  
 is essential to the success  
 of Agenda 2030

Giulia Tercovich, Research Fellow in the Peace and Security Section of the Global Governance Institute

Francis Acevedo, Research Assistant in the Peace and Security Section of the Global Governance Institute

Adopted in September 2015, the United 
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regional free movement regimes. Such changes 
would benefit millions of people globally and 
are already in force in some regions.

As of 2017, 61 million Europeans were living 
outside their country of origin, while in Asia, 
approximately 2.5 million people leave their 
countries for contractual work abroad every 
year. An estimated 41% of international 
migrants worldwide originate in Asia. Given 
global trends, these numbers are likely to 
increase in the coming years.

The European Union’s Treaty of Rome makes 
intra-European mobility of workers and citizens a 
key feature of European integration. The signing 
of the Schengen Agreement in 1985 took this 
freedom of movement further by abolishing 
border controls between EU countries.
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If we want ASEM to still matter in 
2030, 
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 Towards the  globalisation 
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are the primary victims of large-scale, often 
systematic, sexual violence. Sexual violence 
has been a weapon of war since before the 
Second World War, and it continues to be a 
tactic employed by terrorist groups to advance 
their military, economic and ideological goals.  
The purpose of this strategy is to humiliate, 
ethnically ‘cleanse’ or silence the targeted 
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be replicated across different post-conflict 
and social reconstruction zones, which can 
also benefit post-conflict and terror zones in 
Europe. 
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 ASEM could become a  coalition of   
 the willing 
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Too often, the “fake news” label is used 
to discredit opponents and adversaries.  
The reality is different, however: the spread 
of fake news, both in Europe and in Asia, is 
first and foremost proof of profound changes 
in public opinion and mindsets.  
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government-organised civil society organisations 
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