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In early April, reportedly 
after “zero substantive 
internal debate,” President 
Trump ordered the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) to 
consider imposing additional 
�Á�l�¸�•�×�¼���«�¦���Y���ÿ�ÿ���w�•�Ÿ�Ÿ�•�«�¦���•�¦��
Chinese products. �� Trump’s 
�«�¸�|�€�¸���x�Ÿ�l�•�¥�€�|���Á�•�l�Á���¦�€�Î���Á�l�¸�•�×�¼��
were needed to retaliate 
against China’s threatened 
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– and effective tactics – to counteract this 

threat from China.
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If the President is dead set on 
�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���D���P�D�M�R�U���W�U�D�G�H���F�R�Q�e�L�F�W��
with China, the objective should at 
least be about securing America’s 
economic future – not the 
industries of its past. 

�'�D�P�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���&�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���7�D�F�W�L�F�V

A number of the Administration’s tactics in 
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Unfortunately, “America First” often means that 
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extraordinary driver of U.S. jobs and growth. 

But other countries are working hard to catch 

up. In addition to its unfair practices, China 

is spending massively to upgrade its own 

innovative capacity. China’s gross domestic 

spending on research and development isw 
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The Progressive Policy Institute is a catalyst for policy innovation and 

political reform based in Washington, D.C. Its mission is to create radically 


