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yaukpyu is a coastal town along the Bay 
of Bengal in Myanmar’s western-most 
state of Rakhine. In 2016, subsidiaries 
of China’s CITIC Group Corporation, 
including China Harboyt7ehinerdin, 
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By Gurmeet Kanwal

Pakistan’s Gwadar Port
A New Naval Base in China’s String of Pearls in the Indo-Pacif ic

THE ISSUE
e development of Gwadar Port is a key element of the greater China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). It speaks to 
both the strength of the China-Pakistan relationship and the reach of China’s grand strategy.

With Pakistan’s two other major ports operating near capacity with no room for expansion, projects in Gwadar 
promise to eventually handle one million tons of cargo annually, while also providing significant industrial, oil, and 
transportation infrastructure.

ough a “monument of Pakistan-China friendship,” there are misgivings 
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Pakistan and poverty is rampant, leading to a sense of deep 
resentment among the people and no sign of resolution of 
the underlying political and economic sources of friction.

e separatist resurgence is thwarting Pakistan’s plans to 
optimally utilize Balochistan’s energy reserves. It is also 
hampering efforts to build transnational gas pipelines from 
Iran and Turkmenistan—with the potential to generate 
royalty worth $700 to 800 million annually. Accepting 
responsibility for an attack on construction workers near 
Gwadar in which 10 laborers died in May 2017, Jeander 
Baloch, the BLA spokesperson, said in a statement, “is 
conspiratorial plan [CPEC] is not acceptable to the Baloch 
people under any circumstances. Baloch independence 
movements have made it clear several times that they 
will not abandon their people’s future in the name of 
development projects or even democracy.” In previous years, 
some Chinese workers have also been targeted.

EFFORTS TO COUNTER CHINA’S  

http://www.mwcnews.net/news/centrals-asia/65439-balochistans-gwadar.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4716820.stm
http://cpec.gov.pk/messages/3
http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/29110/IndiaAustraliaJapanUS_Consultations_on_IndoPacific_November_12_2017
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http://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/29593/English_Translation_of_Press_Statement_by_Prime_Minister_during_the_State_visit_of_President_of_France_to_India_March_10_2018
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On October 29, 2017, 
India flagged off the 
first shipment of wheat 
bound for Afghanistan 
via Iran’s Chabahar Port, 
in which India is a key 
developer. Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion 
tweeted

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-ships-wheat-to-afghanistan-via-chabahar/article19945498.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/CHAmyDgX0de6OYFlhCSKjJ/Narendra-Modi-Hassan-Rouhani-hold-substantive-talks-to-bo.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-iran-ink-nine-pacts-after-substantive-talks-between-modi-and-rouhani/article22783733.ece
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/36_6/IndiasGatewaytoCentralAsia_MeenaSRoy
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/36_6/IndiasGatewaytoCentralAsia_MeenaSRoy
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incoming investments under the Foreign Investment 

http://commerce.nic.in/publications/INSTC_Dry_run_report_Final.pdf
http://commerce.nic.in/publications/INSTC_Dry_run_report_Final.pdf
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/india-challenges-chinas-intentions-one-belt-one-road-initiative
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/india-challenges-chinas-intentions-one-belt-one-road-initiative
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/with-chabahar-afghanistan-is-no-longer-dependent-on-pakistan-abdullah/article20449935.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/hopes-fade-for-farzad-b-gas-field/article19982064.ece
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https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/india-israel-ties-gather-momentum/
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By Matthew Funaiole and Jonathan Hillman

China’s Maritime  
Silk Road Initiative

THE ISSUE
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In Sri Lanka’s Southern Province, a port at Hambantota is 
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POLITICAL CURRENTS AND CHANGING TIDE
ese cases highlight how the domestic political 
incentives for port construction do not always align 
with the economic merits. Hambantota, Gwadar, and 
Kyaukpyu are all advertised as engines of development 
for historically underdeveloped areas. As rural locations, 
they are less connected to broader transportation 
networks. In other words, the appeal of building a “game-
changing” port in an undeveloped area almost always 
brings with it broader connectivity challenges, most of 
which are not captured in the cost of the port itself. 

Sometimes better investments do not offer as many 
political benefits. Improving an existing port’s 

https://chinapower.csis.org/
https://reconnectingasia.csis.org/
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region. China’s new military base in Djibouti provides a 
rudimentary power-projection base, which is bolstered by 
its access to ports in Bangladesh, Burma, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka. Although China is using its Belt and Road Initiative 

https://chinapower.csis.org/china-military-diplomacy/
https://chinapower.csis.org/china-military-diplomacy/
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Beijing’s political, economic, and military influence 
is likely to expand in future years, triggering greater 
concern, particularly from Indian strategists. However, 
Chinese forces and facilities would be highly vulnerable if 
a major conflict were to break out. 
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n the sidelines of the November 
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QUAD 2.0
Formal discussions regarding a revival of the Quad began 
to percolate publicly in the latter half of 2017 as China 
expanded its security exercises into the eastern and 
western quadrants of the Indian Ocean. On October 
25, 2017, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kano publicly 
proposed the revitalization of the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue in an interview with e Nikkei. Tw6iw17.594erc,uri.1ty 

https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2017/10/274913.htm
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