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China and Africa:
Crouching lion, retreating dragon? 

Africa has forged close economic ties with China over the past 20 years. There are two 
main channels of economic engagement between Africa and China. The main channel, 
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Africa’s almost decade-
old trade surplus with 
China has now turned into 
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Germany’s presidency of the G-20 in 2017 introduced 
a new initiative for supporting African countries’ 
development: the G-20 Compact with Africa. 1 The 
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South Group started the country’s first private industrial 
park in Uasin Gishu in July 2017 at the cost of $2 billion. 6 
This park will be an important component for Kenya’s 
Zhujiang Special Economic Zone (SEZ), which is partially 
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13.	 “$50 Billion Economic and Trade Agreements Signed between China and Africa in Six Months Does Not Indicate the Official Investment Is over,” [�þ‰•�����Ë�å�������J€E�2�j
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FIGURE 6.5

Africa’s new trading partners
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Nevertheless, advancing democratic governance 
should continue to be a top priority for the Trump 
administration. The greatest potential for democratic 
progress in 2018 may be found in Zimbabwe, where 
President Robert Mugabe was dramatically removed 
from office late in 2017. The United States will face 
policy decisions concerning how to engage new 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa (who is closely linked 
with human rights abuses over decades), whether to 
remove long-standing sanctions, and how to support 
elections scheduled for the summer of 2018. Even as 
Mugabe departs, some of Africa’s long-serving leaders, 
including Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni (a U.S. 
ally in counterterrorism) and Burundian President 
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Impressive economic growth rates and increased 
democratization across Africa are occurring alongside 
persistent fragility. In some African countries, deep-
seated governance challenges remain, low-intensity 
violent conflict persists, and political volatility threatens 
to undermine democratic gains. This is particularly 
true in countries that are currently affected by violent 
conflict. While violence might abate and peace deals 
get signed, the mammoth goal of stabilizing these 
countries, rebuilding communities, and ensuring that 
every African citizen feels secure continues to elude 
practitioners and policymakers. 

Persistent low-intensity conflict undermines recent 
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March 
2018

January 
22-29, 
2018

Late 
2018

African Union Assembly Meeting  

The 30th Ordinary Session of the African Union (AU) Assembly will 
take place at AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, under the 


