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The Canada West Foundation focuses on the policies that
shape the West, and by extension, Canada. Through our
evidence-based research and commentary, we provide
practical solutions to tough public policy challenges facing
the West, and Canada as a whole, at home and on the
global stage.

This document has been prepared by Naomi Christensen,
Senior Policy Analyst and Carlo Dade, Director of the
Trade & Investment Centre. This document is an update
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The Pacific Alliance consists of Chile, Colombia,
Mexico and Peru. It formed in 2011 in an e ort to
seamlessly link the members’ economies to better
trade with each other and with Asia. The goal is
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the pacific alliance shares

canada’s democratic
and economic values

The Pacific Alliance is an attractive market for
Canada because its member countries are mature
and stable democracies, pro-trade, and have sound
macro-economic fundamentals. All rank in the top
third of the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business
Index.? Chile and Mexico are members of the OECD
and Colombia is in discussions to join. While other
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bottom line

A Canada-Pacific Alliance trade deal can be
negotiated and implemented in a relatively short
time frame, given Canada’s status as an associate
member and the commitment of the Alliance
members to open trade. A trade deal with the
Alliance can also be completed more quickly than
other trade deals Canada is considering, like China.

By becoming an associate member of and
negotiating a trade deal with the Pacific Alliance,
Canada is signalling that — unlike the current U.S.
administration — we are serious about trade, and
particularly increasing trade with Asia. On this
side of the Pacific, the Alliance is the group most
aligned with trade with Asia.

the pacific alliance: why it’s (still) important for western canada



Further Reading

The Potential of the Pacific Alliance:
Will It Rise to the Challenges Ahead?

Michael A. Matera and David Bahamon
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Pacific Alliance — Finding opportunities
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Naomi Christensen
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July 2016

The Pacific Alliance: Why it’s important
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https://www.csis.org/events/pacific-alliance-example-lessons-learned
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